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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The application has been examined. Claims 1 - 10, 17 - 22 and 26 - 35 are 
pending in this office action. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1 - 10, 17 - 22 and 26 - 35 are drawn to privileged access, 
classified in class 707 subclass 9. 

II. Claims 1 1 - 1 6, 23 - 25 and 36-41 are drawn to mirror files and updated 
coherent data, classified in class 707 subclass 201. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions in group I and group II are related as subcombinations disclosed as 
usable together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each 
other if they are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention in group I 
has separate utility such as privileged access to files and data. The invention in group II 
has separate utility such as updating a file in a file system with mirror files. See MPEP 
§ 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purpose as indicated is proper. 

3. During a telephone conversation with David Victor on 04/19/2006 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I. Affirmation of 
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this election must be made by applicant in replying to this office action. Claims 11-16, 
23 - 25 and 36 - 41 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 
1, 142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty In the English language. 

6. Claims 1- 10, 17 - 22 and 26 - 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Mayer et al. (*Mayer* herein after) (US 2004/0034794 A1). 



With respect to claim 1 , 

Mayer discloses a method, comprising: 
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processing a file request to operate on a target file that is directed to a file 
system (Figure 2, Mayer); 

determining whether a rule specifies a file attribute satisfied by the target file 
(Figure 2 and paragraph 0035, Mayer); 

in response to determining that the target file satisfies the file attribute of the 
determined rule, determining whether a condition specified by the 
determined rule is satisfied (Figure 2 and paragraph 0035, Mayer); 
in response to determining that the condition is satisfied, performing an 
action specified by the detemiined rule and forwarding the file request to the 
file system to execute if the rule does not inhibit the file request (Figure 2 
and paragraph 0129 lines 7-18, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 2, 

Mayer discloses the method of claim 1, wherein determining whether one rule 
specifies the file attribute comprises processing file attributes associated with the target 
file to determine whether the file attributes include the rule (paragraph 0130 lines 10 - 
18, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 3, 

Mayer discloses the method of claim 1, wherein determining whether the rule 
specifies the file attribute comprises: processing a rules database including a plurality of 
rules, where each rule indicates a file attribute, a condition, and an action performed if 
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the condition and file attribute are satisfied (paragraph 0132, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 4. 

Mayer discloses the method of claim 3, wherein the rules in the rules database 
implement space management, security, and data protection policies (paragraph 0129 
lines 1-6. Mayer). 

With respect to claim 5, 

Mayer discloses the method of claim 3, wherein a plurality of rules apply to the 
file request to determine whether to execute multiple actions in response to the file 
request (paragraph 0133, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 6, 

Mayer discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the file attribute of the rule is 
used to apply the action specified in the rule to files having at least one of the attributes 
comprising: a file name, a file directory, a file size, a file type, and an application 
originating the request (paragraph 0129 lines 1-13, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 7, 

Mayer discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the condition specified by the 
detennined rule is used to apply the action specified in the rule when a condition is 
satisfied comprising at least one of the conditions of: a source of the file request 
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originating from a specified application; a user initiating the file request specified as an 
authorized user (paragraph 0134 lines 1 - 5, Mayer); available space in a storage 
system including the target file having a minimum available space; and a file size 
exceeding a threshold file size (paragraph 0134 lines 6-15. Mayer). 

With respect to claim 8, 

Mayer discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the attribute and condition 
specified in the rule check whether an application originating the file request is an 
authorized application, wherein the action blocks the file request if the application is not 
authorized or passes the file request to the file system to execute if the application is 
authorized (paragraph 0133, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 9, 

Mayer discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the file request is to add the 
target file to the file system, and wherein the attribute and condition specified in the rule 
check whether the target file is of a specified type and size threshold, wherein the action 
blocks the file request to add the target file if the specified type and size threshold is 
exceed or passes the file request to the file system to execute if the specified type is 
satisfied and the specified size threshold is not satisfied (paragraph 0130 lines 20-31, 
Mayer). 



With respect to claim 10, 
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Mayer discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the processing of the file request 
and the rule is perfomied by a program executing in a kernel of an operating system to 
process all requests directed to the file system, wherein the program comprises an 
extension of the file system (paragraph 0066, Mayer). 



With respect to claim 17, 

Mayer discloses a system comprising: 

a file system including a plurality of files; 

means for processing a file request to operate on a target file that is directed 
to the file system (Figure 2, Mayer); 

means for determining whether a rule specifies a file attribute satisfied by the 

target file (Figure 2 and paragraph 0035. Mayer); 

means for determining, in response to determining that the target file 

satisfies the file attribute of the determined rule, whether a condition 

specified by the determined rule is satisfied, means for performing, in 

response to determining that the condition is satisfied, an action specified by 

the determined rule (Figure 2 and paragraph 0035, Mayer); and 

means for fonA^arding the file request to the file system to execute if the rule 

does not inhibit the file request (Figure 2 and paragraph 0129 lines 7-18, 

Mayer). 



With respect to claim 18, 
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Mayer discloses the system of claim 17. wherein the means for determining 
whether the rule specifies the file attribute performs: processing a rules database 
including a plurality of rules, where each rule indicates a file attribute, a condition, and 
an action perfomied if the condition and file attribute are satisfied (paragraph 0132, 
Mayer). 

With respect to claim 19, 

Mayer discloses the system of claim 18, wherein the rules in the rules database 
implement space management, security, and data protection policies (paragraph 0129 
lines 1 - 6, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 20, 

Mayer discloses the system of claim 17, wherein the attribute and condition 
specified in the rule check whether an application originating the file request is an 
authorized application, wherein the action blocks the file request if the application is not 
authorized or passes the file request to the file system to execute if the application is 
authorized (paragraph 0133, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 21 , 

Mayer discloses the system of claim 17, wherein the file request is to add the 
target file to the file system, and wherein the attribute and condition specified in the rule 
check whether the target file is of a specified type and size threshold, wherein the action 
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blocks the file request to add the target file if the specified type and size threshold is 
exceed or passes the file request to the file system to execute if the specified type is 
satisfied and the specified size threshold is not satisfied (paragraph 0130 lines 20-31, 
Mayer). 

With respect to claim 22, 

Mayer discloses the system of claim 17, wherein the means for processing the 
file request and the rule comprises a program executing in a kernel of an operating 
system that process all requests directed to the file system, wherein the program 
comprises an extension of the file system (paragraph 0066, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 26, 

Mayer discloses an article of manufacture for processing a file request to operate 
on a target file that is directed to a file system, wherein the article of manufacture 
causes operations to be performed, the operations comprising: 

determining whether a rule specifies a file attribute satisfied by the target file 

(Figure 2 and paragraph 0035, Mayer); 

in response to determining that the target file satisfies the file attribute of the 
determined rule, detemiining whether a condition specified by the 
determined rule is satisfied (Figure 2 and paragraph 0035, Mayer); 
in response to detennining that the condition is satisfied, performing an 
action specified by the determined rule and forwarding the file request to the 
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file system to execute if the rule does not inhibit the file request (Figure 2 
and paragraph 0129 lines 7-18, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 27, 

Mayer discloses the article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein determining 
whether one rule specifies the file attribute comprises processing file attributes 
associated with the target file to determine whether the file attributes include the rule 
(paragraph 0130 lines 10-18, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 28, 

Mayer discloses the article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein determining 
whether the rule specifies the file attribute comprises: processing a rules database 
including a plurality of rules, where each rule indicates a file attribute, a condition, and 
an action performed if the condition and file attribute are satisfied (paragraph 0132, 
Mayer). 

With respect to claim 29, 

Mayer discloses the article of manufacture of claim 28. wherein the rules in the 
rules database implement space management, security, and data protection policies 
(paragraph 0129 lines 1 - 6, Mayer). 



With respect to claim 30, 
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Mayer discloses the article of manufacture of claim 28, wherein a plurality of 
rules apply to the file request to detemriine whether to execute multiple actions in 
response to the file request (paragraph 0133, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 31 , 

Mayer discloses the article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein the file attribute 
of the rule is used to apply the action specified in the rule to files having at least one of 
the attributes comprising: a file name, a file directory, a file size, a file type, and an 
application originating the request (paragraph 0129 lines 1-13, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 32, 

Mayer discloses the article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein the condition 
specified by the determined rule is used to apply the action specified in the rule when a 
condition is satisfied comprising at least one of the conditions of: a source of the file 
request originating from a specified application; a user initiating the file request specified 
as an authorized user (paragraph 0134 lines 1 - 5, Mayer); available space in a storage 
system including the target file having a minimum available space; and a file size 
exceeding a threshold file size (paragraph 0134 lines 6-15, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 33, 

Mayer discloses the article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein the attribute and 
condition specified in the rule check whether an application originating the file request is 
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an authorized application, wherein the action blocks the file request if the application is 
not authorized or passes the file request to the file system to execute if the application is 
authorized (paragraph 0133, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 34, 

Mayer discloses the article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein the file request is 
to add the target file to the file system, and wherein the attribute and condition specified 
in the rule check whether the target file is of a specified type and size threshold, wherein 
the action blocks the file request to add the target file if the specified type and size 
threshold is exceed or passes the file request to the file system to execute if the 
specified type is satisfied and the specified size threshold is not satisfied (paragraph 
0130 lines 20-31, Mayer). 

With respect to claim 35, 

Mayer discloses the article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein the processing of 
the file request and the rule is performed by a program executing in a kernel of an 
operating system to process all requests directed to the file system, wherein the 
program comprises an extension of the file system (paragraph 0066, Mayer). 
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